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The Arson in uhe Libra3:?/~ of the U,.rainian Acadgiay of Sciences in Kiev 



1, On 25 liey 1964 the UPI,Reuter, aixl AI'Pc bro'aght froin lloscov; 
the Hev-;s about the fire in the Library of the Academy of Sciences of in-rainian 
S3E in ICicv stating' briefly ttia t since 23 May 1964 the Libra was on fire, 
that there were hovraver no official amorncaments to tiiis effect, and that 
according to inforina.tion received in Moscow many books had been also 
destroyed by water of fire-brigades. The same dispatch mentioned also 
that the Library contained 6 million books, over 10 million nev/spapors and 
rr^igasines ,H32K about 200,000 manuscripts, and about 140,000 music . sheets. 

- -- 'ActuLally, those data referred to the year 1956, since then the 
librarjr was continualfLy gromng and only in I960 received additional 
500,000 publications. 

Based on the dispatch of the IIPI, Reuter and AFP the same news about the 
fire was mentioned in short no^es by "Neue Zuericher Zeitung" of 27 1-Iay 1964 
and '*SaJ.zbjirger Naclirichten" ox 26 May 1964* 

"Neue Zuericher Zeitruig" i-ientionad additional!;/ that among destroyed 
treasures ware also many raanuscriuts and works of art. 

2, The full official title of the Library since V)lJd rras "The State 
•Public Library of the Academy of vSciences of Ubrainian SoR", 

The mentioned by "Heue Zuericher Zgitung" department of manuscripts 
was of invaluable importance, particularly. It contained ve?y rare liieiaorials 
of original Ukrainian vjritings of 10th C, "Univarsals" of Khraelnytslvdi and 
other Ketraans, and liistorical daGumen;jJs of If/'I,}Tv'‘II,and jCTIII GC, In It 
there were also deposited manuscripts, correspondence ■ nd other personal 
documents of Ukrainian classics like Skovoroda, G-ogol,biax'l: 9 /VoVeholc,L 8 saia 
Ukrainska, P.Kulish and others, 

3» For several. days Soviet sources wore coi^.G-taly silent about the 
fire. Only on 28 May 1964 "iladyanska Kultura" of Kiev broughfa short note 



based on a i-UiTAU-despatch v.iiich read: 



" A fire bro;^ke 



out on May 24,1964 in the btate Public Library 



oft tte Academy of Sceinces of Inrr SSR, 'I\ianks to the tireless action 
of the Kiev Fire Dyrarfeant the fire \ias localised and put out. 
According to the airbhoiitiss of the Academy of Lciencas Ui-r SSR 
the entire manuscript department and card index are intact, and 
the basic book departiiients have suffered little damage and can be 



restored from duplicate reserr'Cs. An official comruision has been 
appointed to investigate the cause of the fire and to take measures 
to rebuild the library". ( Page U.) 



/ This seems to be the first official announcement of Soviet authorities 
on the subject though one shouT; not exclude the possibility that "Vechemiy 
Kiev" might have mentioned it before. T^e was yhov/ever, no confirLiation 
to tlxLs effect so far. / 

on 29 May I964 "Vechema.ya lioslcva" in its despatch frora ifi-ev 
vu’ote that approx. 10 % of all materials were destroyed by the fire 
and among tham also all documents aiid mther materials pertaining to 
the period of 1918 - 1930, The sane correspondence froi;i K- ev mentionod 
'h mentally disturbed fe raal e eraployee of the Librarjd' as the incendiary. 

"Literatirma Gaseta" of 4 July 1964 in its correspondence from 

the 

IC3.ev stated only that according to the statement of the chief ofJ^Foreign 
department of the Library - K.D. BilKuLIV , the fire had done no damage to his 
department and the exchange of publications with abroad will continue as 
usual. 



3. According to one of ov.r 
the fire destroyed bhe entire basic 
suspicion oiaong population timit the 
b;‘ Soviet authorities. 



Sources who stayed at ttet trme in Kiev 
books department and there was a strong 
fire was a pr8meclj.tQt8d arson organised 
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Another Source of oixrs ( in the letter from Lviv dtd 16 July 1964) 
stated; '"'Js had a ve>:y sad neusj on 24 1-ay 19^4 a hostile tia.nd(of Jevmlsh 
faith), out of vengeance, set on fire. our library in Kiev, The 
iii-storical arcln.ves of invaluncle inportanve, also the transferred 
from Lviv to Kiev library - burned dovm. At that time e\ren lydrants 
•«ent out of order'. Still another black moirning day of our history.. 



4. According, to Renter, UPI,AFP, and tiia Soirees that starred at tlrat time 
in the Ukraine , the fire lasted for two days: on 23 and 24 iiay 1964. Tliis 
fact supported additionally the general conviction of the population in the 
'Ukraine that the fire uas an arson planned and organised by authorities v/ell 
in advance including er/en 'the sabotage' of hydrants. 





